CITY OF LADONIA, TEXAS ORDINANCE NO. 2026-04-28

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING “FLUSHABLE” WET WIPES; REQUIRING
PUBLIC NOTICES; ESTABLISHING OFFENSES AND PENALTIES;
PROVIDING FOR CIVIL REMEDIES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

SECTION 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

The City Council of the City of Ladonia, Texas (“City Council”), hereby finds and
declares:

WHEREAS, so-called “flushable” wet wipes do not break down in wastewater systems
and cause major sewer problems, including massive clogs, sewage backups, and costly
equipment damage ; and

WHEREAS, wet wipes combine with fats and grease to create solid “fatbergs” that block
municipal systems and household plumbing ; and

WHEREAS, wipes that reach municipal treatment plants clog pumps and lift stations,
requiring manual removal to prevent pump burnout and station failure ; and

WHEREAS, household sewage can back up into toilets and showers when wipes clog
private laterals, causing expensive repairs for homeowners ; and

WHEREAS, the accumulation of wipes generates massive operational costs for cities
nationally, contributing to increased water and sewer rates ; and

WHEREAS, when pipes fail due to blockages, raw sewage may overflow into streets,
local streams, and basements, risking public health and environmental contamination ;
and

WHEREAS, despite marketing, these items should not be flushed and should instead be
disposed of in the trash ;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF LADONIA, TEXAS:

The City Council enacts this Ordinance to protect public health and safety, reduce
municipal maintenance and replacement costs, safeguard the environment, and inform
residents and consumers about proper disposal of wipes and related nonflushable materials.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings set forth
below:

2.1 “City” means the City of Ladonia, Texas.



2.2 “Director” means the City Secretary or the Mayor or designee responsible for
enforcement of this Ordinance.

2.3 “Public toilet facility” means any restroom with one or more toilets or urinals located
in a place of public accommodation, including but not limited to restaurants, retail stores,
offices, schools, parks, and City facilities, to which the public or patrons have access.

2.4 “Retail establishment” means any business within the City that sells consumer goods
to the public, including pharmacies, grocery stores, convenience stores, big box retailers,
and online order pickup locations.

2.5 “Wet wipe” or “wipe” means a pre-moistened towelette or cloth intended for cleaning
or personal hygiene, including baby wipes, disinfecting wipes, toilet cleaning pads, paper
towels marketed as wipes, and moist towelettes. [tems within this category do not
dissolve quickly like toilet paper and should not be flushed .

2.6 “Flushable wipe” means any wet wipe or wipe marketed, advertised, labeled, sold, or
otherwise represented as “flushable,” “septic safe,” “safe for sewer systems,” or similar
terminology implying that the product may be disposed of by flushing into a sanitary
sewer system. Despite such marketing, these items should not be flushed and should be
discarded in the trash .

2.7 “Notice” means the printed signage required by Section 3 of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3. REQUIRED NOTICES

3.1 Notice at public toilet facilities. The owner, operator, or person in control of a public
toilet facility shall conspicuously post a Notice on or immediately adjacent to each toilet
or stall. The Notice shall be at least 8.5 x 11 inches, with minimum 48-point font for the
headline and 24-point font for body text, and shall state:

(a) Headline: “DO NOT FLUSH WIPES - PLACE IN TRASH ONLY.”

(b) Body: “Wet wipes—including products marketed as ‘flushable’—do not break
down like toilet paper and can cause clogs, fatbergs, backups, pump failures, and
environmental contamination. Dispose of wipes in the trash.”

3.2 Notice at retail establishments selling wipes. Each retail establishment that offers
for sale any wet wipes, including products marketed as “flushable,” shall
conspicuously post a Notice:

(a) At each point of sale; and

(b) In each aisle or shelf location where such products are displayed.
The Notice shall be at least 5 x 7 inches, with clear contrast, on red or yellow background
, and shall state:

“IMPORTANT: Do not flush wet wipes (including ‘flushable’ wipes). They cause clogs,
sewer backups, pump station failures, costly damage, and possible sewage overflows.
Place used wipes in the trash.”




3.3 Alternative formats. The Director may approve alternative Notice formats or sizes
that are substantially equivalent in clarity, prominence, and content.

SECTION 4. PROHIBITED CONDUCT

4.1 Failure to post. It is unlawful for any person owning, operating, or controlling a
public toilet facility or a retail establishment to fail to post and maintain Notices as
required by Section 3.

4.2 Removal or defacement. It is unlawful for any person to remove, cover, or knowingly
deface a required Notice, except to replace it promptly if damaged or outdated.

4.3 Misrepresentation. It is unlawful for any retailer to display signage or labeling in the
City that contradicts the Notice content by representing that wipes may be safely flushed
into the municipal sewer system.

SECTION 5. ENFORCEMENT; INSPECTION

5.1 Authority. The Director is authorized to administer and enforce this Ordinance,
including inspections of public toilet facilities and retail establishments during normal
business hours upon [reasonable notice] to verify compliance.

5.2 Warning period. For a first observed violation at a location, the Director may issue a
written warning granting [10] business days to cure before penalties accrue.

SECTION 6. OFFENSES; CRIMINAL PENALTIES

6.1 Offense. A person commits an offense if the person violates any provision of this
Ordinance.

6.2 Misdemeanor; fine. An offense under this Ordinance is a misdemeanor punishable by
a fine not to exceed: (a) $150 for the first conviction at a location; (b) $250 for the second
conviction at the same location within a 12-month period; and (c) $500for each
subsequent conviction at the same location within a 12-month period.

Each day that a violation continues constitutes a separate offense.

SECTION 7. CIVIL PENALTIES; REMEDIES

7.1 Civil penalty. In addition to criminal enforcement, the City may seek a civil penalty
of up to $500]per violation per day.

7.2 Injunctive relief. The City may seek injunctive relief in a court of competent
jurisdiction to compel compliance.

7.3 Cost recovery. The City may recover its reasonable costs of enforcement, including
inspection costs, administrative costs, attorney’s fees, and court costs, to the extent
permitted by law.



SECTION 8. FINANCIAL IMPACT; COSTS TO THE CITY

8.1 Legislative finding. The accumulation of wipes imposes significant operational costs
on municipal wastewater systems and contributes to rate pressures and infrastructure
expenses .

8.2 Administrative implementation. The City anticipates costs associated with drafting
and printing Notices for City facilities, compliance outreach, and inspections estimated at
$500 annually, to be appropriated from Water Department Fund/Department to be
determined. Any recovered civil penalties or cost reimbursements shall be deposited to
the water fund.

SECTION 9. EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

The Director shall make model Notice templates available and may conduct public
education regarding proper disposal of wipes and the impacts of flushing wipes on the
City’s wastewater system, homeowners, and the environment. Educational content should
emphasize that wipes do not dissolve quickly, cause fatbergs and clogs, and should be
placed in the trash .

SECTION 10. SEVERABILITY

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance is for any
reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and such holding
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions.

SECTION 11. EFFECTIVE DATE; TRANSITION
11.1 Effective date. This Ordinance takes effect on [date to be determined].

11.2 Grace period. Sections 3 and 4 shall be enforced beginning [60] days after the
effective date to allow time for posting Notices.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Ladonia, Texas, on the
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PASIID AMD APPROYVED oy the City Council of the City of Ladonia, Texas, on the
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Ratified by a vote of the Ladonia City Council on 18" May 2026, pursuant to posted
agendaby avote of _ 4 yea _ Vnea /’ abstain /) _absent,

@AT e \=r7

Justin Miller, Mayor Lisa Smith, City Secretary




